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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 
awn 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rev. Srr,—Three reasons have induced me fo frans- 
mit to you the following copies of letters addressed to 
the Rev. B. F. S. First, the common opinion which 
the arguments of these letters are designed to disprove, 
are, in the opinion of the writer, of pernicious tenden- 
cy. Second, the charge which was industriously cir- 
culated, (and the writer has reason to believe, with the 
knowledge and consent of the Rev. gentleman to whom 
it was addressed) that the letter bearing date Nov. 9, 
1819, was an outrage on decency and propriety; nay, 
more ; even a burlesque upon religion itself! renders it 
a duty and a privilege to submit the letter to public in- 
spection. ‘Third, it is believed that the plain argu- 
ments, and wholesome doctrine which they contain, 
muy assist some honest inquiring mind in the acquisi- 
tion of gospel truth, and free them from the unhappy 
influence of tradition, Should you be influenced by 
the same reasons which have induced me to transmit 
them to you, to give them a place in your useful paper; 
they are entirely at your disposal, 

Your’s very respectfully, D.P. 


H*****, (N. Y.) Nov. 9, 1819. 


tev. Srn,—With the feelings of christian cha- 
rity and forbearance, I beg leave to address you 
upon the all-important subject of “the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” 

Presiding in the same station with yourself, 
and feeling sacredly bound to exercise faithful- 
ness in the service of the Master of Assemblies,it 
is from asense of duty which I owe to you asa 
professional servant ef Jesus Christ, that 1 am 
induced to offer for your consideration a few 
remarks, touching the sentiments you advanced 
at the funeral of Mrs. E. 

As all pretensions to infallibility mm a state 
where “we see, and know but in part” would 
be indicative of too much vanity for a protestant 
christian in this enlightened age; so to check 
the spirit of free inquiry in things pertaining to 
he destiny of intelligent beings would be a de- 
partute, not only from christian prudence, but 
‘rom the injunction of the apostle, ‘* Prove all 
things, hold fast that which is good.” ‘To the 
subject of our future destiny, the remarks in 


solemn memento of our own mortality, in what 


you will not pretend that his sorrow, his agony, 
and bloody sweat, indicated his awful forebodings 
of a judgment after the close of this mortal ex- 
istence; for nothing of this nature is so much as 
intimated in the context. Jesus also wept at 
the grave of Lazarus; yet there is nothing in 
the whole account on which "to predicate the 
supposition that it was in prospect of any future 
suilerings to which his friend was exposed.— 
There are doubtless thousands who are blessed 
with a firm reliance on the grace of God, and 
rejoice in the confident expectation of futare 
felicity, that dread the painful hour of dissolu- 
tion. And many cases of this description have 
[ witnessed in my parochial visits It must there- 
fore be obvious to you, that the supposition on 
which you founded the most of your succeediag 
remarks, does not consist with matter of fact as 
above stated. I must also use the freedom to 
suggest to you that the sentiments you advanc- 
ed respecting the time and place of judgment, 
are equally objectionable, when compared with 
the testimony of divine revelation. These, you 
placed beyond the present life, in a state of spi- 
ritual existence. ‘The Saviour gave his disci- 
ples a very different view of these important 
subjects. He informed them that he would come 
to judge the world; not that the world should 
go into eternity to be judged. Hence the place 
of judgment appears to be this world. To this 
truth the apostles also bore testimony in their 
episties. Christ taught his disciples that the 
design of his coming was to give every man as 
his work should be. As it would be improper 
fto punish without judgment or trial ; we are to 
understand that when the reward of good or 
evil works is spoken of in scripture, it presup- 
poses a judgment, and the passing of a sentence. 
In Rey. xxi. 12, Christ savs; *“* Behold 1 come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give ev- 
ery man as his werk shall be.” In Matt. xvi. 
27, 28, he is explicit concerning the time of his 





coming to administer the just reward. His 


come in the glory of his Father, with his angels; 


some standing here which shall not taste of death 


dom.” Also, chap. x. 23; “Vertiy Ieay unto 
you, ye shall not have gone over the cities of 
Israel till the son of man be come.” The last 





was passing before us, was dweit upon at con-| 


paragraph of chap. xxv. you applied to the 


words are these; ‘For the son of man shall | 


till they see the son of man coming in his king-' 


tion of all Isracl.—See Rom. xi. 26, 27; “ And 
so all Israel shaw be saved; as it is written, there 
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, aod shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob. Fer this is 
my covenant unto them, when I shall take away 
their sins.” The word doubtless has a similar 
signification here, as when applied to the priest- 
hood of Aaron, the covenant of circumcision, 
and the possession of the land of Canaan; all 
which were limited. A passage which you quo- 
ted from Heb. 9th chap. when viewed independ- 
ent of ils connection, seems strongly to favour 
the sentiments you advocated. But when taken 
with its context, affords a conclusion very differ- 
ent. ‘ And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment.” In the pre- 
ceding context the apostle had been speaking 
of the high-priest under the law, who died by 
proxy in those sacrifices that were slain in the 
outer court; after which, he entered with blood, 
into the holy place, made with hands, where 
both the high-priest and all the people were 
judged righteous, God accepting them through 
the sacrifice that was offered. St. Paul makes 
the application of this figure to Christ the anti- 
type. See verses 26—28, “ But now once in 
the end of the world hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Atid as it 
is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 
the judgment; so Christ was once offered to 
bear the sins of many.” Notice, here the pur- 
pose for which he appeared; * 'To put away sin 
by the sacrifiee of himself.” When sin is put 
away, the subject can no longer be judged as a 
sinner; therefore, if judged at all, he must be 
judged righteous. ‘ And as it was appointed 
unto men”’ (priests under the law) “ once to die”’ 
- the sacrifice) “ but after this the judgment ;” 

in which they were accepted as righteous) * so 
Christ was once offered to bear the sins of ma- 
ny ;” (or of the multitudes as it may be proper- 
ly rendered.) There is nothing in this connec- 
tion that even intimates a future suffering, that I 
can discover; and if you see any intimation of 
that kind, you will confer a favour by poioting 


and then shall he reward every mn according| it out to me. Pardon, dear sir, the liberty | am 
to his works. Verily I say unto you, there be | about to take, of reminding you of the use of a 


sentence, which is generally supposed to be 
scripture, and which was used as such at the fu- 
neral. ‘+ As death overtakes us, so judgment 
will find us.” This sentence is no where to be 
found in the scriptures of truth; and I would 
suggest the propriety of entirely omitting it, 
especially as the language of divine inspiration. 








~.. 


siderable length. One consideration which youj judgment. By casting your eye upon the com- 
urged with earnestness, was, that death would} mencement of this paragraph, you will see that ( 
not inspire any great solemnity, vor be armed! the judgment here spoken of was to be executed eval of your retaarks, such as the necessity of 
with terror to the mind, were it not for the re-| when Christ came; which in the preceding | making our peace with God, securing an inter- 
flection of a judgment that should succeed it.— | chapter he taught them would take place in that) est in Christ, preparing for death and judgment, 
In this, dear sir, I think you laboured under aigeneration. From the paragraph itself, it is ob- and attending to secure our soul eternal salva- 
very capital mistake; a inistake. however, into yious that Jews and Gentiles, Jn their national | tion, &c. | understood you to predicate the fioal 
which most of the clergy have unbappily fallen. | @haracter were the subjects of this judgment— | and endless weli-being of the creature upon 
The great Redeemer, ‘in prospect of his ap-/ that the Jews, in the character of goats, were | works of Lisown. At least, upon conditions to 
proaching dissolution, was ‘ exceeding sorrow- | rejected, and the Gentiles, in the character of be performed, by the creature. Please to in- 
ful,—and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be sheep, were admitted to the enjoyment of the |form me whether this was the sentiment you 
possible, let this cup ‘pass.”?-—Matt. xxv). 38, &e. new and better covenant, or kingdom of Christ. | intended to convey. ** ' 
St. Mark informs us that he “ prayed, that if it) The word everlasting applied to the duration ol Rev. Sir, | humbly trust that christian chari- 
were possible, the hour might pass from him.” | their punishment, must be understood in a liout-/ ty, and a wish ihat Zion's watchmen may see 
Chap. xiv. 35. The same io substance, is re-|ed sense, otherwise it would violate the cove-| eye to eye, aud their flocks become of one heart, 
corded by St. Luke xxii. 4J—44. I think that|nant promise of God, that announced the salva-j and of one mind, has dictated this epistolary ad- 


One more particular, and I shallclose. By sev- 
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drees. A hope is entertained that it will be read with 
the same feclings which have induced me thus to ad- 
dress you; and that yon wil] exercise the same freedom 

and faithfulmess with me on similar occasions, is alsc 


desired. 


Accept dear sir, my best wishes for your welfare anc 


prosperity im the trut 

affectionate friend and fellow s 

Christ. 

Rey. B. F. -—. 
P. S. Please to 

clination will admit, 


™” 
’ 

> 
) 
ww 
, 


return an answer, if leisnre and 15 
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~~ 


ORIGIN OF PROFANE SWEARING. 


Mr. Epitorn.—Having read your paper with a great 
S . i 


degree of attention, I am constrained to ecknowledge. 
that 1] think it is your design to give support t ct 
which is purely cvange lica), and to discountet ‘ 


that is derogatory to the true character of the Deity. 

With these considerations weighing Leavily upon my 
mind, | beg t 
fer the following ideas, which I earnestly Cesire may 
serve the canse of truth. 

The motives which induce me to write thus are z 
When we behold our fellow men traveling t« hity, 
with their minds blinded by superstition; when we see 
preachers arise in the sacred desk, and hear them pub- 
lish doctrine which is inconsistent with the nature o! 
the Deity; when we know that the minds of young 
people are contaminated with this doctrine, what feel- 
ings will not be excited? What man will not raise Lis 
feeble voice, as a barrier to this prevailing evil? 
would not enatch the hidden talent from the earth and 


put it in exercise to oppose these mighty torrents of 


eological error. 

We do not wish to infer, that any class of christians 
intentiorally derogate from the character of Jehovah; 
but we have our fears that some, through inadvertency, 
gre £0 unfortunate. Indeed, we have sufficient evidence 
to believe, that many of our Rev. clergy, not only mis- 
represent the true character of God, but give support 
to immorality. 

Start not, friendly reader, this expression is, in truth, 
sategorical ; but we will endeavour to show that it is 
too true for the advancement of the 
truth and morality. 

We wish, however, to request, before we discuss this 
subject, that superstition may not be permitted to ex- 
ercise unlimited sway over human reason; that things 

which have been handed down by traditic 
have any influence upon the mind ; but that candor 
and sincerity may prevail. 

Profanity is a henious crime. 

point of view, it will appear detestable, vain 
ish. What profit tt 
nent in this practice? None 
profane swearer often loses his character, connections 
and happiness by his 

Its almost universal prevalence leads us to suppose, 
that men have an idea of something, which they think 
iustifies therm in thi If this be the 
must remove the object of their justification, or prove 
to them, that it is not the cause of their error, We 
are constrained to think, that the preaching from 
the sacred desk, does, in a degree, support this crime ; 
and if we can produce evidence to establish this point, | 
we shall have enough confidence in the candour of 
our brethren, to believe they will forsake doctrine which 
has so fatal a tendency. We do not wish to exhibit 
any uncbristian feelings, or to proceed in a way which 
is in the least reprehensible ; ; our object is widely dif- 
we wish to do something that will ultimate in 


n mzy not 


Consider it in any 
ind fool- 


en is to be derived from an engage- 
; On the contrary, the 
~ 


misconduct in this respect. 


respe ( t. case, we 


ferent ; 


the annihilation of profanity, to the honor of God, 
and to the universal benefit of man. 
duty in which every class of christians should unite— 
preachers of all denominations should wave their par- 


Surely this is a 


while I subscribe myself your 


r leave, through your iustrun.entaiity. {- 


VW ho | 


a 


glorious cause of} will be 


i tify their irreligious conduct. 
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ticular tenets, when on this subject, and like one stu- | the difference between me it hues ofanity and street pro- 


|pendous whole, exert err for the accomplish- | fanity ? 


object. 
essary. 
human nature renders it highly important, that men, in 
whatsoever sitaation they are placed, should be 

ve the least support to a vice they are en- 
voring tosuppress. It may perhaps be the case, and, 


nnot think to the con 


ment of this much desire< 


Bot caution is very nex 


Care- 


- + 
fai nat tn « 
sii - & & 


swe said before, we c2 trary, 
that preachers, sometimes through 
nal notion, 


etimes through the infuence of a tradiiic 
suanct practice, which, at other times they we uld 
leclaim against with great vehemence. This may ap- 


The peccability of 


inadvertency, and | 


| 
’ 


pear a little heterogenous at the first view ; but the 
consideration, by which the writer is influenced, makes | 
it appear perfectly clear to him. It has been asserted, 
san opinion, that some of our ministers, while their 


desires and prayers are for its suppression, give suppert 


juire for its ore 
men to burl anaihemas at each 


thers’ heads? Where did they Grst receive the nution 


to profanity. To prove this, we will in 


bat irst induced 


of calling upon God to damn their neighbours’ soul to 


| sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to t 


There 
| by the word of God. 
hers pray that thei 


is none; neither of them is supported 


Our preac arers may not forget 
what they hear, so soon as toy ke tar the house of wor. 
ship, but that they may carry a part of the discourse 
with them through the week; that they nay imbibe 


its sentiments, 1 live according te it in all thin 


g ose 
Could God answer such a prayer as this? Would it 
not be incompatible with the purity of his character, to 
cause men to imbibe sentiments Tic The 


To believers in Universal Salvation, it may net be 
improper to say, that they have no excuse for uring proe 


fane language ; there would be an opposition between 


/ conversation and profession, if they were todo so. [f 
preachers persist in thei d ive 8 , 
preachers persist In their endeavours to propogate these 
sytems, to which they have arrogated the name of 
OTrtiigus sy). aud wi ' *h will } istiiy the it hy rers iu ll- 


! 

cndless eges of eternity? Where did they frst get the | 
+a that God ever did, or ever wiilc¢ JuSghaby LDutbah 
being “ cudiess despair: 
We believe, that profanity had its origin, in the} 
preaching of a system of damnation; and we bel ve, | 
that this system of dambation had its origin, in an er- | 
roneus idea of the character of God, which proceeds | 


from a misconstruction of the scriptures Now does it 


not appear reasonabie to suppose, that the preaching 
f this evstem serves to countenance 


these remarks are intended to aunibilate ? 


the praciice which 
VWedo think 


every unpreju diced mind wii] answer in the athiroiative. 
Some, however, may still doubt; we will suggest a 


‘ 


few more remarks, which will finally dea.ousirate it. 


‘The most of the oaths which are taken, are denuuci- 
ations upon the person addressed, or the person spoken 
of; and frequently they are requests, sent to the Al- 
mighty, to damn the soul of one of his creatures to end- 
that some 


less pain. Now observe; It is weil known, 


of our ministers preach the damnation of a part of man- 
kind; and they do not stop here; they declare, wit! 
a tone and countenance, which would suit the cham- 
bers of the cruel] Inquisition, that God has declared in 


the holy scriptures, that some 


_ 


part of the human racy 
ete rally mise re ble ay, Oa damned. 

P "+ 

cause Of peopie’s 
to ex- 


certainly can feel justified in calling upon God 


t 


ercise damnation, when their preachers tell them, he 


will do so. In fact, we will venture to afirm, that this 


is the only excuse profane swearers can conmimand to jus- 
O! Christians, does not this I: 


probable ? Poes it not 


man, whose nature is incident 


appear natural to suppose, that 
}to sin, will seize upon 
in bis pt ? You 


You must now be constrained to de 


every thin wer to justify his sinfulness 


must say yes. 
clare, that what you never before considered appears 
not only probable, but alarming. 


Friendly brethren, if you were interrogate a respect 


ing the origin of profanity, what could you give f for an 


answer? Could you say, that this vice always existed, 
and that you tock yoursystem of da 
Or would you be honest and say, that although you 
never thought of it before—although you were perfect- 
ly innocent in preaching so, you are now s¢ nsible, that 

ow have not only passed over it with impunity, but 
with approbation? O no, says a friend, with impunity 
and approbation? Ono, that will never do; we al- 
ways preached to profane swearers that if they did not 
desist from their wicked practices, they would sufles 
eternal damnation. Well, worthy brother, you have 
been informed, that from this system of dauimation a- 
rose the sin of profanity. Have | not proved that the 
peaching of this system tends to increase the practice ¢ 
How then can you punish men for doing what you do, 
when you think you are doing your duty?) What is 


mnation from tiiat? 





mentable story look | 


using profane language, ‘TLe hearers | s 


| 
| 





(morality, let Universalists prove by their actions, that 


their do rin endsto t mi fine nd 
their doctrine tends t uj rightn £S O01 CON uct, and love 


o God and mankind. 


la le scay.thed te Ton c . 
M wy peopl ay, the doctrine of Univerzal Salvation 
tencs to licentiousness; if they believed it they would 


go on in all manner of wicke mess; (while «ll the time 
they are crying, hcuesty is the best policy) they would 
curse and swear, lie and steal; they say that itis a 
oe ] > } e bh Ihsafd « : ’ +. 

good doctrine to liv O¥, bul a Very bad one to die by; 
the grand siuk of moral iniquity, This appears ex- 


tremely irrational. Profanity carries an at serdity with 
it, when connected with Universalism. How cana 
n God to 


J; if he be- 


inan, and keep reason at his side, call uy 


damm one of his f llow be igs to aij eternit 


lieves in the final restoration of all things? 


> 
My feeble cemeidea ension will not permit me to suf- 


oa e > "Wt ,~.t¢a t ts 
cre ily Investigate tis subject. ] h pe soon to see 
Quer pens than mine publishing absurdities to the 
‘orld eS “Ot EG. 
worla, which bave long remained in obscurity, veiled 


we a _ » thi 
by traditional notions. Mi: ny things appear to discour- 
but the truth is powertul, and will 


Sw dee ~- - . ; 
Enally prevail. Here stand the much esteemed 


ace such researches : 
minis- 
try. already to hurl the threatnings of everlasting burn- 


5 


Ings Upon you, if you exemine their doctrine in order 


to expose its errors. But, friendly brethren, men are 


now too enlightened to rest their belief upon the une 
one > ‘i e +t e Ps 2 ’ 

sapperted hypothesis of fanatics; they are not any 
, . . . . . 
longer to be entertained with enigmas, since God hath 


. let there be }i 


If these preachers conli support their doctrine by 

pport ther aoctrine by 
candid reasoning, and scripture testimony, you would 
not find them amone their parish ine the ri} 
not ine them among their parlshone s, telling that Uni- 


| . P } Viecn?4 P . ' } 
versalism tends to licen ssness; that it will do to live 


DV, but not to die bv; no; they would use stronger 


‘ 


renmenis than 1 e, They do not even perceive 


' 
= 1, oy ee: oo Po . . 1: : .: 
(hat they coniute their doctrine, in this way. First, 
09 ~ 

id then, that it will do 


to jJicentiousness, 


say it tends 
to live by! A thing which tends to licentiousness, ev- 
ery species of vice, will do to live by!! On another 
cecasion they wili run a digerent course, and hold up 
a supposed hell, which, they say, burns with endless 


1. * ry . 
flames, to mortal view. Sometimes they may be sin 
e 


cere, although in errer; but when we hear them say, 
Repent ye, repent ye, for the kingdom of hell is at 
hand, we know they speak exactly opposite to the a- 
p stle, who ssid, ** Repent ye, for the kingdom of hea- 
ven is at band.” 

We will forbear, for we are tired of 


Ievery thing 


inquiring into 
we bring to view, from 
O! that 
the importance 
Why will ye be 
Why will ye be any longer 


inconsistencies, 
soning, appears nonsensical, 


their abortive rea 
[ could impress upon my fellow men, 
of rightly investigating these things. 

r pricst-ridden ? 
Why will ye not wipe 
notions, in which you have been traditionated ? Arise, 


Upe Oe off these foolish 


hake the dust from your feet; Jay the exe at the root 
of the tree; that we may al! rejoice together, in a com- 
4 may 

' 


chold Ged as he is, over all, blessed forevermore. W. 


plete eman cipatio! n from religious slavery ; that w 
b 
0 








ey eF « 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


wan 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 

Rey. Sin,—As I wish our discussion may be as con- 
cise as possible, I shall immediately proceed to your 
next qnestion; ** How is it true, in any sense whatev- 
er, that, where sin abounded, grace did mueh more a- 
bound?” J conceive this to mean, that where sin a- 
bounded, grace, or favour, did much more abound, for 
the purpose of putting a stop to sinning, or of * making 
an end of sin;’’? not to take away the regret and re- 
morse, Which naturally and necessarily accompany and 
follow any wilful transgression of the laws of right rea- 
son and of God, which has already been committed. 

But **how shall we understand the divine testimony 
by the prophet, who says, ‘I will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will I re- 
2?) © T will be merciful to their un- 
may be considered as equivalent to, | 


member no more’ 
righteousness” 
will be merciful to them, although they are unrighteous, 
by giving them an opportunity to repent and reform, 
and thus avoid sin snd its consequences in future.— 
** Their sins 
more,’? must be considered as a highly figurative ex- 
literally, forget any 


and their iniquities will Il remember no 
pression. Ommiscience cannot, 
thing. 
tent justice may leave a free-agent in such a situation, 
that he cannot forgive himself. 

I have read the 
ble attention, and, from what he says of himself, I con- 
ceive Lim to have been an honest, well-meaning, though 
over-zealous man, previous to his miraculous conver- 


Omnipotent mercy may forgive, while omnipo- 


writings of St. Paul with considera- 


sion to christianity. He says, while he was persecut- 
ing the church, he verily thought he was doing God's 
service, and that for this cause he obtained mercy.— 
Hence {| infer, that his sins were those of error, and not 
of wilful opposition lo truth. 

As to your question respecting children, I can only 
answer for one. I must confess, that | mever can re- 
collect the pain and anxiety I have caused my parents 
by my disobedience, without deep regret and sorrow, 
ind without fecling, that I am less happy, than I ofight 
have been, had I obeyed their lawful and reasonable 
nds and exhortations. This brings us to the prod- 
and I believe it is now time for me to ask for 
a proo ee that he was as happy at his return, as he might 


comm: 
wai sony 
have been, had he not left his father’s house, as he did, 
and become a prodigal son. 

conclude by observing that there can be but one 
All cthers must 
and Leases comparatively 


in the universe infinitely happy. 


’ . “ 
s+ 12 


; ~ f 4 
ope Té atively nay PPYs 


unhappy. As it respects the human iace, reason and 
scripture appear, to my mind, plainly to intimate, that 
their happiness or unhappiness, here and hereafter, will 
be proportionate to the ** deeds done in the body,” in- | 


cluding the motives, by which they are influenced. 
‘* They shall eat the fruit of their own doings.” ‘As 
one ster differeth from another star in glory, so also is | 
the resurrection.” 


‘These candid observations are submitted to your can- 
humble servant, 


PRIEST LI  '# 


“~ - 


did consideration, by your friend and 
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wee’ 

Mat terval ¢ 

I. No good man can possibly pray for the 

plishment of 
take place. 


ev ike doctrine of eternal misery. 


defects 
What this doctrine contends will finally 
The "is nota congregation, perhaps 1 
the world, that would be pleased or feel edified with a} 
prayer that should re ne ys the divine sovereign of the | 
universe to hasten on the glorious tine, when the sa ints | 
3 ali beheld the glorious sight, and rejoice in the ever} 
bE sting destruction of sinners ; nor do we believe that; 
there is a « Sheialini’ to be found, who would be will- | 
lug to offer up such prayer. A doctrine which can- 
not be prayed for must be ve ry defective, and no doubt 
erroneous. 
li. lt is not a doctrine, which the norx of the gos-| 


| 
| 
| 
—— 
| di 
I 


nuecome | 


lrity, who shouid put on a dress to deceive the people, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


pel, which is as an anchor of the soul, sure and sted- 
fast, and which entereth within the veil, can possibly 
embrace, We find no one who will 
fellow creatures, thousands an 
will be forever salectabte. 


say, I hope my 
d thousands of them, 
We find no parents who 
say, we hope our children will be tormented forever 
and ever. None who say, we have lost a dear son, a 
beloved daughter, and we hope they are in endless tor- 
ment. We find no one who says, I hope my father, 
my mother, my wife, my brother or sister has gone to 
the shades of endless despair. This doctrine, therefore, 
is very defective as no one can hope for its truth. 

IIT. It is never honored in the scriptues with the ti- 
tle of Gospen. Writing to the Ephesians, St. Paul 
says; ‘*In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation ” Again 
he speaks of their having their * feet shod with the 
si paration of the gospel of peace.” ‘Thus the apostle 

calls the gospel, the word of truth, the gospel of salva- 
tion, the gospel of peace. But be never calls it the 
getpe! of eternal misery, nor the gospel of divine ven- 
geance. We never read of the saints having their feet 
shod with the gospel of eternal damnation ! 

This gospel of salvation, the apostle says is the word 
of truth, and if so it would seem that the doctrine which 
opposes the gospel of salvation is not the word of truth. 
This defect is very material. 

IV. This doctrine cannot possibly be united with di- 
vine love or charity, which the apostle says is greater 
than faith or hope. If we love others as we do our- 
selves, we know, for certainty, that this love does not 
desire the endless misery of one of Adam’s race. **Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbour.” The eternal ill, there- 
fore, of endless torment can never become united with 
love. This is such a defect, that there is no possibility 
of ever overcoming it; for if this doctrine cannot receive 
the cordial approbation of divine love, it never will be 
acknowledged by that Ged, who is love. John, the be- 
loved disciple, says, ** God is love, and he that dwell- 
eth in love dweileth in God and God in him.” With 
these and many more defects which are becoming visi- 
ble to thousands, this doctrine is fast becoming an ob- 
ject of abhorrence and discredit, and humanity with all 
the amiable virtues, which ornament human nature seem 
to agree to disclaim any relation to it, or to admit it 
into the blessed society of heavenly graces. b. 
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Mr. Epiror,—On account of a sermon which I re- 
cently heard, in which the preacher exerted himself 
with great seeming earnestness, to set forth the im- 
pending danger which he supposed awaits those who 
do not hold that Jesus Christ is the self-existant, eter- 
, nal God, | humbly wish to inquire whether such preach 
(ing ean tend to commend the character of the divine 
| Being to rational creatures? The doctrine laid down 
jby y the preacher embraces the idea that all who do not 
}estecm Jesus Christ to be very God, as the preacher 
S ; forth in his sermon, were exposed to the eternal ven- 

ance of the whole Godhead. Now if this be a true 
repre sntation of the Zivine Being, it appears to me 





| 


|that his character is at an infinite distance from loveli- 


ness. 1 wave altogether the question, whether Jesus 
lia what the pre cacher sets him forth to be, or not; the 
point which labours i In ny mind is simply like’ >: Cana 
«sod of infinite wisdom, power, and goodness, possess a 
disposition to torment his own rational offspring, who 
© Sided weak to understand, or consent to a doctrine 


wae bh involves such niysteries, merely on account of | 


‘ther mistake or error. | 


We will suppose the President of the U. States comes 
‘into this town, drest in the well known garments of one 
| of our militia officers, many who see him ata distance, 

tuke him for the officer-whose garments he wears; others, 
whe know his voice, and converse with him, say it is 
the President ; is it supposable that the President would 
be so highly offended at those who thought he was the 
militia off icer, as to exert bimself to effect their destruc- 
‘tion? Would any friend of the President be willing to 
represent him thus? Who co suid love a man jn autho- 


and then torment them because they made a mistake? 
SOLON, 
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To the Patrons of the Universalist Magazine. 


Time that waits for no man admonishes, that the 
first year of the MAGAZINE is near its close ; two num- 
bers more and our first volume will be complete. Res 
alizing this, the Publisher feels it a duty which he owes 
to the generous patrons of his paper, to return his most 
grateful acknowledgements for the deep interest which 
many have manifested, by not only promptly comply- 
ing with the terms of payment themselves, but by use- 
ing their influence, with no little success, to extend 
the circulation of the work. The generous increase of 
patronage which the Magazine has obtained since its 
commencement, together with the fervent solicitations 
from many subscribers, for its continuance, has induced 
the publisher to make arrangements to gratify those 
wishes, which are believed, by many, who are friends 
to the cause of universal, impartial benevolence and 
yrace, to be highly favorable to that divinely glorious 
interest. He has engaged the present Editor (the Rev, 
Hosea BALLov) for another year, whose object will be 
to render this paper as useful as possible, by keeping it o- 
pen to free and candid discussion on the great principles 
of DOCTRINE, RELIGION 2nd MORALITY, and enriching 
its columns with the choicest free-will offerings which 
may be communicated from those who dig after wisdom 
as for hidden treasures; and by not withholding his 
own best endeavours that the true light shall be pro- 
moted, and moral darkness removed. Those subjects 
in the present volume, which have been in continuance, 
will be closed in our last number of the same, the bet- 


all which may be published from the beginning. 

A hope is entertained that this religious paper will 
not only retain its present enbscribers, and friends, but 
that it will still increase, and be the means of divine 


genuine morality in the whole circle of its extensive 
circulation. 

All who desire to continue the paper are respectful- 
ly solicited to forward the pay for the second volume 
in advance, according to the terms of its publication ; 
and the few, who have not yet made it convenient to 
forward the money for the first, are reminded that the 
unavoidable expenses of the work render it indis- 
pensable that what is due should be received without 
delay. 


SOUTHER! ASSOCIATION, 
Tur Southern Association, a branch of the New 
England Convention of Universalisis, wil) meet at Scit- 
uate Mass. on Wednesday next, 14th inst, Public Ser- 


vices to commence at half past 10 o’clock, A. M. 


i —— —_—— 


MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Thomas 
C. Williams to Miss Many Ann Mann, eldest daughter 
of Dr. James Mann. 

by the Rey. Mr. Ballou, Mr. William Greenleaf to 
Miss Martha Emery. 
By the Rev. Nir, 
Sarab Hopkins. 

in Charlestown, by the Rev. Mr. Turner, Mr. James - 








Ware, Mc. Gorham Mayo to Miss 





H. Wix, printer, of this towa, to Miss Sarah Blisdell, 
of Charlestown. 
Epes 
DIED, 


In this town, Mr. Thomas M’Farlin, aged 39,—-Miss 
Klizabeth Pittsan, 74.—Miss Sarah b. ‘burner, 23.— 
Mr. Benjaoun Gray, 55.—Miss Sarah Porter, 23.—Mr. 
Jobn Sparre, 83.—Mr. Joshua Litis, jun. 24.—Joanna, 
daughter of Samuel Gray, 5 years and 6 months, 

fu Hingham, Mr. Parsons Bowker, aged 37, farmerly 
of this town. 

ln Woburn, Mrs. Phebe Richardson, wife of Junius: 
Richardson, aged 46. 
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REDEMPTION. 
The sun which through creation shines, 
Through ev’ry land and nation, 
Is but av» emblem of that grace, 
The grace of man’s redemption. 


The rain that falls in gentle showers. 
And blesses ev’ry nation, 

Is a true emblem of that grace, 

The grace of man’s redemption. 


The dews which fall in blessings rich, 
On ev’ry land and nation, 

Are emblems too of that rich grace, 
The grace of man’s redemption. 

The rivers which from mountains flow 
Through vales in ev’ry nation, 

Are emblems fair of grace divine, 


The grace of man’s redemption. B. 


EE 
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


WHEN marshall’d on the nightly plain, 
The glitt’ring host bestud the sky ; 
One star alone, of all the train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wand’ring eye. 
Hark! hark! to God the chorus breaks, 
From ev’ry host, from ev’ry gem; 
But one alone the Saviour speaks, 
It is the Star of Bethlehem. 


Once on the raging seas I rode, 

Tbe storm was loud, the night was dark, 
The ocean yawn’d, and rudely blow’d 

The wind, that toss’d my found’ ring bark. 
Deep borrer then my vitals froze, 

Death struck, I ceas’d the tide to stem ; 
When suddenly a star arose, 

it was the Star of Bethlehem. 


It was my guide, my light, my all; 
It made my dark forebodings cease ; 
And through the storm and danger’s thrall, 
It led me to the port of peace. 
Now safely moor’d, my perils o’er ; 
I°]) sing first in night’s diadem, 
Yor ever and for evermore, 
It is the Star of Bethlehem. 





THE CHRISTIAN’S REVERIE. 

O, there are evenings, when the West 

Pours on the sky her humid breath, 
Which, curdling on a sun-beam’s breast, 
Glows amber clouds, that rock to rest 

The souls of good men after death ; 

And spirits, never made to pair 

With flesh, too, come and cradle there, 

And touch their sparkling harps, and sing 

Emmanuel Lord! Emmanuel King! 


And as the work of praise goes on, 
More heav’n-known add themselves to these ; 
The stars of evening, one by one, 
From day’s celestial court come down, 
And mix their sphere-wrought harmonies ; 
And they are there, whose restless wings 
Glitter with spray of Eden-springs, 
Bright Cherubim, when earth was born, 
That deck’d with dew the virgin morn. 


j saw with rapture, and express’d 

A love-sick wish that I were there ; 
..e! thought Hcav’n, too, might have its West, 
4 holier welkin of the biese’d, 

With brighter clouds and purer air ; 
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Its evening and its morning hours, 
And nights and days resembling ours, 
Save that of shadow there is less, 
And more, much more of lucidness. 


There, thousand vallies meet the eye, 
Where Martyrs hail their blood-bought skies ; 
Or sorrow’s cheek the tear is dry, 
And sorrow’s breast forgets to sigh, 
Breathing the air of Paradise. 
All goodly things, that mark our sphere, 
Glow in diviner beauty there ; 
The field, the silver stream, the grove 
Swell in the breath of life and love. 


And all around ‘tis praising oNE ! 
No harp can rest, no tongue be still 
The sun goes hymning to his noon, 
And Seraphim, low-bowing down, 
Awake the song of Zion-hill! 
The distant vallies catch the strain, 
And echo breathes it back again ; 
So soft, so thrilling, and so sweet, 
*Twere angel-words when angels meet ! 


While I behold such glories rise, 
My soul, on tip-toe, asks to fly ! 
Sensations new! sweet, sweet surprize ! 
Heav’n rushes on my eat, my eyes 
Are full of immortality ! 
O, when will earthly shades begone, 
And Heav’n’s broad day come pouring on? 
When shall our pilgrimage be o’er, 
And we rest on the golden shore ? 








ORIGINAL ANECDOTES. 

A Limitarian, after some conversation with a Univer- 
ealist, on religious sentiments, repeated the following oft 
reiterated remark, ** Universalism will do very well to 
live by,’ to which the other replied, Sir, what you say 
is very true, and I will mention a case in which I late- 
ly found it so; my neighbour Mr. A. ased me ill, | was 
angry, and felt unhappy ; but when I retired alone and 
had a little time for serious reflection, the following 
queries came forcibly into my mind, viz. Do I believe 
that my neighbour A. is one of those for whom the Sa- 
viour gave himself a ransom? One, for whose sins He 
is a propitiation? One, who is included in the covenant 
of eternal mercy? One, to whom God hath given eter- 
nal life in Christ Jesus? One, who is an object of God’s 
unchanging love? One, whom God for Christ’s sake 
will finally forgive? I was compelled to answer all 
these queries in the affirmative; and then come to the 
concluding question, Can I forgive, and love hzm too ? 
My anger vanished‘n a moment, my enmity was de- 
stroyed ; | answered, yea Lord, and as it were involun- 
tarily breathed out from my inmost soul, lather forgive 
him, for what he did against me was through ignorance. 
Then the words of the Saviour came with peculiar 
sweetness into my mind, ** when ye stand praying for- 
give, if ye have aught against any.’ ‘Thus, my dear 
sir, you may see the truth of your remark, fully ex- 
emplified, and it is my humble opinion, that could we 
live in the true spirit and temper of mind which is dic- 
tated to us by the universal goodness, love and grace 
of God, that we should not only find that Universalisa, 
would do very well to live by, but also that it would do 
very well to die by. Y. 








A gentleman in Vermont, having frequently attend- 
ed a religious conference of the Calvinistic order, had 
heard the deacon allege and endeavour to support the 
assertion, that an unconverted man could not do the 
least thing whatever that could be acceptable to our 
heavenly Father, and that even deeds of benevolence 
and charity, proceeding from a man in the state of na- 
ture (as they cal] it) were real crimes, and would only 
be calculated to add new torments to all eternity, to 





their souls; and that for a natural man to confer a do- 


nation on the poor, the afflicted, the widow and orphan 
was as black a crime in the sight of God as any he could 
commit, for it was an infinite evi] in the sight of God. 
It so happened in a short time that the gentleman had 
an opportunity to reduce the deacon’s theory to prac- 
tice. It being in the year 1816, when bread-corn and 
cash were extremely scarce, a man, whom fortune had 
marked as the victim for sport, and stung by adversi- 
ty’s arrows, being surrounded by a large family of dear 
children and babes, whose tongue clave to the roof of 
their mouth for thirst, and children who asked bread 
but no hand could break it unto them, went in the: 
micst of his poverty and distress to the deacon of the 
church, above mentioned, who had raised as he thought 
a large crop of grain, and might part with some of it te 
supply the wants of the famishing hungry poor; but 
the deacon being apprehensive that if be should part 
with a small quantity of grain to the poor man he should 
not have enough for his own family after fatting his pork, 
told him he could not spare a single kernel of grain, 
but would direct him to Mr. A. (the gentleman above 
named), who had grain enough and to spare. The 
gentleman went accordingly and related the story to 
him, at which the gentiemen sends immediately after 
the deacon, he comes, and the gentlemen thus accosted 
him; ** Sir, here is a man who stands in need of assist- 
ance from us, and | have got grain enough of al] kinds 
and would give this poor man some, only | have been 
reflecting upon what you told us last sabbath evening, 
and am rather inclined to believe it, and as | do not 
profess to be a converted man I dare not give this man 
any thing for fear it will enhance my damnation, but 
as you are a converted man, deacon, you can go into 
my gtanery and put up a bushel and half of grain and 
give it to the man in your name which will screen 
me from guilt, and only cost you the trouble of putting 
it up;’? when the deacon very gravely and graciously 


proceeded to a discharge of the duty of charity. §&. 








’ ——— 


In Boston once did A with B contend, 

Till A, hard press’d, chose thus the strife to end; 
If Universalism sir, be true, 

Proclaim it not, it may evil do. 

Ghent’s happy treaty, under flowing sail 

Soon reached town, the news with joy all hail; 
Quick, wide it flies, B caught it on its wing, 
Meets A, looks sad, and talks of other things ; 
Parting, says B, there ’s peace for all I hear, 


But tell it not twill harm some one I fear. 
SPECTATOR. 





——— 


RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 

Agreeably to an act of the Legislature of Newhamp- 
shire, passed June session, 1819, Danie! Bean, Henry 
Lyman, Jacob Davis, Aquilla Davis, and their associ- 
ates, hereby give notice that they have formed them- 
selves into a society by the name and style of the First 
Universal Socrety in Warner, and agree to subject them- 
selves to such rules and by-laws as a majority of the 
society shall vote. REUBEN PORTER, Clerk. 

Warner, NX. H. May 27, 1820. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolemce. Ky 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT, together with a short his- 
tory of the Author's Life.—By Savmon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. ; 

The Cuitp’s Scriprurnan Carecnism,by the Rev. 
{losea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 
amet 








PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICE, IN A NRAT AND 
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